Once, King Yudhishtiro, the eid-
est of Pandavas, performed a great
yagna o pleose the gods. As was
the custom, he gave all the priests at-
tending the function vast lands and
valuable gifts. All the priests were very
pieased and praised the
king very much.
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hut with his wife and two small chil-
dren. He was so poor that he could
not even find enough food fo eat.
Every day he went to the neighbour-
ing villages, asking for aims and in the
evening the famiy sdt fogether to

eat whatever he got. But

TH E MOST even in such conditions,

A smal mongoose ‘ENEROUS he was always happy 1o

who was watching all
this, laughed. The puz-
Zied king looked at the
mongoose and was greatly surprised
because half of its body wos cov-
- ered with gold. The king was curious

" to know how the mongoose had ac-

quired a goiden body and aiso why it

was laughing.
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king, all the priests are praising you for
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share with others what- l
ever he had. B
On a rainy day, affer |

going around many villages, all he
could get was a single bowl of rice.

By the time he came home in the -

evening, he was tired and hungry. His
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children were also famished.

were about to eat, a beqg
to their house asking for food:
The brahmin, In spite of bq- ¥

ing hungry, gave away all

hisfood to the beggar.

The beggar was actu-
ally God Himself, who had
come fo fest the brah-
min. He was so ple osed
with the brahmin's
generosity that he
tumed everything In
the brahmin's house
Into pure gold.

The mongoose went on with his
story, "l was lying In one comer of his
house when this happened and the
part of my body touching the ground
became golden, And while | was stlil
watching with surprise, a golden char-
lot arved and took the brahmin and
his family away to heavenl Oh! king,
the brahmin Mhe most generous be-

precious and necessorv to hlm

Saying this, the mongoose disap-
peared, King Yudhishtira felt hum-
bled. ® DR. ROHINI CHINTHA




